
True Faith Series 
Message 2:   When testing becomes tempting.       James 1:12-18       NLF. 6-23-2019 
 
 
1. We hate to take RESPONSIBILITY for our own sin. 
 
 A. We like to find someone else to blame for our failures 
   
 B. The ultimate blame shift is to blame God.  “Why did you make me like this” 
  1. The word tempted in vs 13 is the same as in vs 2-3.  It is a testing 
 
  2. A testing can become a temptation for us  
 
  Illustration: A school test – desire to pass is good – cheating to pass is bad 
   

C. It is impossible for God to tempt you to sin 
  1. For two reasons 

  a. God cannot be tempted by evil 
  b. God does not temp any person 

 
2. The idea is that there is nothing evil about God.    

Evil is the opposite of God’s character and person. 
 

2. We are always RESPONSIBLE for our own sin 

A. There is nothing in God or about Him which desires sin for Himself or for us.  
However, there is something in us which desires sin and we can easily take the 
test which God intends for good and it can become an opportunity for sin. 

 B. We are tempted to sin by Satan 
  1. We are baited 
   Two words describe the temptation to sin.   
   a. “Carried away” or “drawn out”. = literally “to lure out” 

Picture a fish that is under a big rock and someone is dangling a 
lure or a worm… 

   b. “Enticed” = to bait the hook 
 
  2. Satan does tempt us to sin 

Matthew 4:3 And the tempter came and said to Him, “If You are the Son 
of God, command that these stones become bread.”  



1 Thessalonians 3:5 For this reason, when I could endure it no longer, I 
also sent to find out about your faith, for fear that the tempter might have 
tempted you, and our labor would be in vain.  

Satan keeps our focus on the bait covering the hook so that we don’t look 
further ahead and see the consequences… death.  

  3. Our own lusts are what result in sin 

   Satan cannot make us sin. 

   Lusts = strong desires 

It is the sin that already lives in us that causes us to want something sinful.  
Our wicked heart takes what God intends to be good and turns it to evil…. 

Mark 7:15, 21-23. there is nothing outside the man which can defile him if 
it goes into him; but the things which proceed out of the man are what 
defile the man.        21 “For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed 
the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries, 22 deeds of 
coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, 
pride and foolishness. 23 “All these evil things proceed from within and 
defile the man.”  

  4. Sin results in death (vs 15) 

   The picture is of conception, pregnancy, birth, and maturity into death 

3. God’s RESPONSE is the opposite of sin and death.  (vs 16-18) 

1 Corinthians 10:13 There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: 
but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will 
with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.  

A. All goodness comes from God 

B. God is unchanging 

C. Our salvation is “brought forth” (born) by God by the word of truth. 

 We are the first fruits. 

 

 



 


